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ABSTRACT

Background and Objective

The level of child mortality is more in India asngpared to most of the other countries. This studynenes the

socio-economic and demographic characteristicscégsd with child mortality.
Methods

The present study utilizes data from the third cbohthe Demographic and Health Survey (DHS), knasrthe
National Family Health Survey (NFHS), carried ontlhdia during 2005-06 and were analyzed to asdessocio-
economic and demographic factors associated wiild atortality. The survey covers a representatimmgle of about
108504 ever-married women in the age group 15-4® gelve at least one live birth baby within 10 ygaexeding the
survey. Univariate and multivariate Cox proportibnazard model along with complex sample analykis pvere used to

understand the socio-economic and demographicriaassociated with child mortality.
Result

Various socio-economic and demographic charadesistere found to be associated with child mortalitfter
controlling for other factors wealth index, cadgérth order and birth interval were found to bersfigantly associated
with child mortality. The hazard of child mortalityas highest among ST (HR=2.157, CI=1.613-2.886alBe=0.000) as
compared to other caste. Women having educatiom $6gool and above were at 44.4% less risk (HR#).65=0.361-
0.858) of child mortality as compared with illitteavomenThe risk of facing child mortality is 2.66 timegghiin women
with birth order 4 or more (HR=2.668, Cl=1.984-385% value=0.000) as compared to women with birtreio one.
Women with birth interval more than two years h&d346 less risk (HR=0.547, CI=0.470-0.637, P valué60) of facing
child mortality than those with birth interval legan two years. Male children were at 32.1% leszald (HR=0.679,
CI=0.588-0.783, P value=0.000) of child mortalisy@mpared to female children.

Interpretation and Conclusions

Various socio-economic and demographic charadsiare found to be associated with child mortakiyndings

support the need to focus on spacing between titlasbiage of mother at first birth, birth order atlication of mother.
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